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ceramic types. Hacınebi has one of the largest stratigraphically excavated ceramic data sets 
currently available for this time period in the Near East. Once published, Stein hopes that 
the Hacınebi ceramic sequence can make a significant contribution to the understanding of 
Uruk Mesopotamia and the world’s earliest-known colonial network.

Gil was invited to present a series of lectures and presentations over the past year. On 
October 6, 2010, he spoke at Harvard University on the topic “Conquest, Colonialism, and 
Contact: Rethinking Models of Ancient Inter-Regional Interaction.” In December, he gave two 
lectures in Paris at the University of Paris-Nanterre and the Sorbonne (Maison de l’Orient) 
on the topic of “Complexity, Social Identity, and Inter-Regional Interaction in Ubaid Upper 
Mesopotamia.” On January 26, 2011, in the Yale University Anthropology Department, Gil 
presented the lecture “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? Social Identity, Mixed Marriages, and 
Commensal Politics in an Ancient Mesopotamian Colony.” On April 13, Gil presented a lecture 
at the University of Chicago Interdisciplinary Archaeology Workshop titled “The Emergence 
of Political Leadership in Sixth–Fifth Millennium Mesopotamia: A Progress Report from Tell 
Zeidan, Syria.”

Gil also gave a number of public outreach lectures. On March 16, he spoke at the Science 
Café in Evanston, Illinois, on the topic “Archaeology and the Roots of Civilization.” On June 
15, Gil spoke to a group from the President’s Circle of the Chicago Botanic Garden on “The 
Archaeology of Ancient Fields and Gardens.”

Gil has a book chapter in press: “Food Preparation, Social Context, and Ethnicity in a 
Prehistoric Mesopotamian Colony” in The Menial Art of Cooking: Archaeological Studies of Cook-
ing and Food Preparation, edited by Sarah R. Graff and Enrique Rodriguez-Alegria (Boulder: 
University Press of Colorado). 

He is currently working on the publication of preliminary reports from the first three 
field seasons of excavation at Tell Zeidan, Syria, and is also completing a publication that 
examines the Persian-period burials from his site of Hacınebi, Turkey.

———————————————————— 

Matthew W. Stolper 

Matthew W. Stolper submitted his presentation, “Sugirs of Anshan,” for publication in the 
proceedings of the International Congress on Susa and Elam held at Ghent, Belgium, in De-
cember 2009, a meeting that reconvened many who had taken part in a Rencontre Assyri-
ologique International on the same theme twenty years earlier. The paper discussed three 
texts excavated in the late 1970s at Anshan (Tall-i Malyan), Iran. The texts appear to name 
two or three previously unheard-of Elamite rulers, but the paper ends in uncertainty about 
their historical significance. He also submitted a contribution on “The Persian Expedition: 
The Past and Present of the Oriental Institute’s Early Work in Iran,” for publication in Iranian 
Studies in America, edited by Erica Ehrenberg and Frank Lewis, to be published for the Ameri-
can Institute of Iranian Studies by Eisenbrauns. The paper reviews the work of the Oriental 
Institute’s Persian Expedition, the last of the great pre-war Oriental Institute field projects, 
during 1931–1939. The pre-war excavations supervised by Ernst Herzfeld and Erich Schmidt 
at Persepolis, Tall–i Bakun, Istakhr, and Luristan and the aerial survey initiated by Schmidt 
live on in postwar Oriental Institute publications and online projects into the present. 

Most of Stolper’s research effort continues to be devoted to the Persepolis Fortification 
Archive Project, described elsewhere in this report. Among the results during the past year 
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BetterLight (left) and PTM (right) scans of an unpublished Elamite fragment from the Persepolis 
Fortification Archive. The text uses an Elamite phrase found only once elsewhere, in the great 
narrative inscription of Darius I at Bisotun, where it describes the death of Cambyses

are “Case in Point: The Persepolis Fortification Archive Project,” submitted for publication 
in Archaeologies of Text: Archaeology, Technology and Ethics, the proceedings of a symposium at 
the Joukowsky Institute at Brown University, edited by Morag Kersel and Matthew Rutz; a 
paper presented the annual meeting of the American Oriental Society in Chicago that treats 
new evidence from Fortification texts for the interpretation of a passage in the great Bisotun 
inscriptions of Darius I, a passage that has been a topic of sharp debate since the first full 
decipherment of cuneiform scripts more than 140 years ago; and presentations on the con-
tents of the Archive and the methods of the Project to a Smart Museum/Oriental Institute 
Teacher Workshop, to a minicourse on ancient economies for members and docents, to the 
Persian Circle, and to a general audience at Illinois Wesleyan University. 

————————————————————

Emily Teeter

This was a good year for publications, with the appearance of Emily Teeter’s Baked Clay 
Figurines and Votive Beds from Medinet Habu (Oriental Institute Publications 133) and the ex-
hibit catalog Before the Pyramids: The Origins of Egyptian Civilization (Oriental Institute Museum 
Publications 33). Religion and Ritual in Ancient Egypt finally appeared from Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, and Mısır ve Mısırlılar (the Turkish edition of Egypt and the Egyptians) was issued by 
Arkadaş Publishers in Ankara. A general article about the Before the Pyramids show appeared 
in Kmt: A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt. 

Emily delivered a Harper Lecture in Cleveland on the Visible Language exhibit. She 
spoke about Meresamun and music and its role in temples at a symposium at the Toledo Art 
Museum, and she gave another talk on Meresamun to the Seattle Chapter of the American 
Research Center in Egypt. She lectured for several chapters of the International Women’s 
Association here in Chicago, and she gave a number of gallery talks in conjunction with the 
Before the Pyramids exhibit. 
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